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Divisive forces and tendencies have existed in all 
societies and at all times. Certainly these forces existed in 
India even during the years of the struggle for freedom, 
but the mainstream of nationalism was powerful enough 
to sidetrack them and also to fight them, and thus we were 
able to march ahead. Since Independence, we have had 
constantly to combat these forces in one form or another. 
In fact, the struggle for National integration, the struggle 
for national solidarity, the struggle for safeguarding the 
ideals and aspirations embodied in our Constitution, has 
to be waged ceaselessly and tenaciously, I do not think a 
time can ever come when these forces will not want to 
raise their head. But it should be our endeavour to create 
an atmosphere and to create conditions in which this will 
not be possible and in which the whole of society will react 
against them. 


(Smt. Indira Gandhi) 
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Religion is Love— Unity is Strength 


The 700 million people of India face one supreme 
challenge: the challenge of poverty, which is both the 
cause and the effect of economic backwardness, illiteracy 
and ignorance. Which citizen of India will disagree that 
we must all wage a determined and concerted war on these 
common enemies of the people? 

We feel proud of the fact that we are the second most 
populous and the seventh most extensive country in the 
world. With this pride goes (or ought to go) the realisation 
that this proud nation is an amalgam of many religions 
and ethnic groups. In fact, there is hardly any religion and 
hardly any racial strain which is not represented in our 
country. i 

It is up to us to decide whether this inevitable fact of life 
shall be the source of our strength or a cause of weakness. 2 


Constitutional Safeguards 


The rise of big nation states has created minority 
problems on every continent and federal constitutions 
have been adopted to overcome such problems. India’s 
Republican Constitution incorporates the ideals of the 
freedom movement and the accumulated wisdom and 
experience of several countries. A comprehensive 
package of safeguards for all types of minorities— 
religions, linguistic, cultural, etc., has been built into it. 
Apart from the Directive Principles of State Policy, the 
Constitution incorporates guarantees for the Freedom of 
Religion and the protection of Cultural and Educational 
Rights. 
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Mention should be made under the “Right to Freedom 
of Religion” of Article 25 which guarantees freedom of 
conscience and free profession, practice and propagation 
of religion; Article 26 guarantees freedom to manage 
religious affairs, Article 27 guarantees freedom as to 
payment of taxes for promotion of any particular religion 
and Article 28 provides for freedom as to attendance at 
religious instruction or religious worship in certain 
educational institutions. 

Under “Cultural and Educational Rights”, Article 29 is 
for the protection of interests of minorities, and Article 30 
is for the right of minorities to establish and administer 
educational institutions. The text of these Constitutional 
provisions is given below:— 


RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF RELIGION 


Freedom of conscience and free profession, 
practice and propagation of religion 


25. (1) Subject to public order, morality and health and to 
the other provisions of this Part, all persons are equally 
entitled to freedom of conscience and the right to freely 
profess, practise and propagate religion. 
(2) Nothing in this article shall affect the operation of 
any existing law or prevent the State from making any law— 
(a) regulating or restricting any economic, financial, 
political or other secular activity which may be 
associated with religious practice; 


(b) providing for social welfare and reform or the 


throwing open of Hindu religious institutions of a 


public character to all classes and sections of 


Hindus. 
_ Explanation I.—The wearing and carrying of kirpans 
shall be deemed to be included in the profession of the 
Sikh religion. 


Explanation II.—In sub-clause (b) of clause (2), the: 


reference to Hindus shall be construed as including a 
reference to persons professing the Sikh, Jain or Buddhist 
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religion, and the reference to Hindw religious institutions 
shall be construed accordingly. 


Freedom to manage religious affairs 


26. Subject to public order, morality and health, every 
religious denomination or any section thereof shall have 
the right— 
(a) to establish and maintain institutions for religious 
and charitable purposes; 
(b) to manage its own affairs in matters of religion; 
(c) to own and acquire movable and immovable 
property; and 
(d) to administer such property in accordance with 
law. 


_ ° Freedom as to payment of taxes for promotion of 
any particular religion 


27. No person shall be compelled to pay any taxes, the 
proceeds of which are specifically appropriated in 
payment of expenses for the promotion or maintenance 
of any particular religion or religious denomination. 


Freedom as to attendance at religious instruction 
: or religious worship in certain educational 
| , institutions 


28. (1) No religious instruction shall be provided in any 
educational institution wholly maintained out of State 
funds. 

(2) Nothing in clause (1) shall apply to an educational 
institution which is administered by the State but has 
been established under any endowment or trust which 
requires that religious instruction shall be imparted in 

! such institution. 

(3) No person attending any educational! institution 
: , recognised by the State or receiving aid out of State funds 
| shall be required to take part in any religious instruction 
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that may be imparted in such institution or to attend any 
religious worship that may be conducted in such 
institution or in any premises attached thereto unless such 
person or, if such person is a minor, his guardian has 
given his consent thereto. 


f 


CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS 
Protection of interest of minorities 


29. (1) Any section of the citizens residing in the 
territory of India or any part thereof having a distinct 
language, script or culture of its own shall have the right 
to conserve the same. 

(2) No citizen shall be denied admission into any 
educational institution maintained by the State or 
receiving aid out of State funds on grounds only of 
religion, race, caste, language or any of them. 


Right of minorities to establish and administer 
educational institutions 


30. (1) All minorities, whether based on religion or 
language, shall have the right to establish and adminster 
educational institutions of their choice. 

(2) The State shall not, in granting aid to educational 
institutions, discriminate against any educational 
institution on the ground that it is under the management 
of a minority, whether based on religion or language. 

-The Government is committed to preventing 
discrimination against minorities, whether they are 
religious, cultural or linguistic. It is determined to 
effectively enforce the safeguards provided in the 
Constitution and the implementation of Government 
policies and administrative schemes for the welfare of 
these minorities. 

In this connection, it should not be forgotten that while 
there may be occasional complaints, some of them 


NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 


serious, instances of discrimination against the minorities 
form only a very microscopic part of the total panorama 
of national life. 


India A secular Democracy 


It has been acknowledged that India is a secular 
democracy where people of all religions and cultures have 
been living with honour and dignity. Not only are they 
guaranteed equal rights and protection in the eyes of 
the law, but they have been taking active and 
prominent part in vital sectors of the country’s social, 
political and economic life. No one can forget that the 
Namdhari Sikhs (also called the Kookas) were the 
pioneers of India’s freedom struggle. The Babbar Akalis 
of the Ghadar Party carried on the struggle during the 


— 20th century. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Rafi 


Ahmed Kidwai were among the architects of Indian 
freedom, as much as Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was one of the 
most prominent among the Founding Fathers of the 
Indian Constitution. Sikhs, Christians and Buddhists 
played an equally prominent role. Today, an 
illustrious Sikh, Giani Zail Singh, is head of this 
Republic founded in 1950. Two eminent Muslims, the late 
Dr. Zakir Hussain, and the late Mr. Fakhruddin Ali 
Ahmed; have risen to the highest honour that the nation 
can bestow on any citizen. They were two of the six 
incumbents of the post of President of the Republic in the 
first three decades of its existence. Muslims, Sikhs and 
Christians have held the post of Governors, Chief Ministers 
and top civil servants in several states. 

Defence is one vital sector for any nation and the 
composition of India’s Armed Forces is adequate proof of 
the fact that the minorities have been given every 
opportunity. S.H.F.J. Manekshaw, our only Field 
Marshal, is a Parsi. A Muslim, Air Chief Marshal Idris 
Hasan Latif, headed our Air Force until he retired and 
was succeeded by Air Chief Marshal Dilbag Singh. Air 
Marshal A.M. Engineer, a Parsi, and Air Chief Marshal 
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Arjan Singh, a Sikh, were among his predecessors‘in that 
office. The Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral O.S. Dawson is 
a Christian who succeeded Admiral Ronald Lynsadale 
Pereira, a Christian, whose predecessor Admiral Jal 
Cursetji was a Parsi. Gallantry awards to the Services 
have a large sprinkling of Muslim, Sikh and Christian 
names. | 

India has always had an enviable reputation for 
catholicity and toleration. Perhaps the first ever 
communal incidents took place only towards the end of 
the 19th century after the arrival of the British and their 
policy of divide and rule. Our nation can be great and 
strong only if all sections of society can pool their. 
emotional and economic resources and pull together, so 
that everyone can put in some honest labour and every 
man, woman and child can equitably enjoy the fruits of 
such labour. Devotion to idealism demands that we 
uphold the honour of the nation, the dignity of the 
individual and the divine spark which is there in very 
human being. Self-interest also demands that we do our 
best to foil the instigators of dis-harmony and dis-order 
because it upsets the even fenor of daily life and raises 
obstacles in the way of all economic progress. 


Our Mutual Inter-Dependence is Indisputable 


There are islands of narrow-minded -thinking in every 
country. There are people who believe they can further 
their interests at the cost of others—other individuals, 
other groups, other communities. They forget that any 
such immediate gain is bound to boomerang on their own 
welfare. | 

Any individual who believes that his personal life can 
be lived in isolation is living in a fool’s paradise. When an 
epidemic strikes, the rich man’s beloved child is as likely 
to get the infection as the servant in his out-house. 
Similarly, no group or community can prosper in 
isolation. Affluence and poverty cannot stay juxtaposed 
for long. Disparities are the biggest cause of social 
tensions today. 
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There was a time when we divided ourselves on 
religious and regional grounds, forgetting the basic unity 
of our culture. Our dis-unity led to our enslavement by 
foreigners. Now that we are free once again, we must 
never forget the lessons of the past. 


Religion is Sacred : Let None Exploit it 


One of the biggest differences between the medieval 
dark ages and the modern world lies in the realisation that 
divinity and humanity are not the monoploy of any one 
religion. 

Religion is a matter of the individual conscience and an 
attitude towards all other human beings. It is a sacred 
feeling inside a man which must be reflected in what he 
does for others. It is a matter of giving to one’s fellow 
human beings the love and consideration that one would 
pray for being vouchsafed to oneself. Religion is not 
anybody’s private propertyto be exploited for selfish ends. 

The leaders of every religion have been incarnations of 
the virtues cf love and compassion. Their personal lives 
have been full of acts of charity and they have enjoined on 
their followers to respect other faiths. 

It is a pity that anyone today should insult the memory 
of these great men by lifting his hands against innocent 
men, women or children. Murder, rape, pillage and arson 
are hardly fit to figure under the banner of any religion. 

I, is hard to believe that any sane man would concede a 
link between his religion and these manifestations of the 
basest instincts. It is, therefore, obvious that such 
happenings are either the result of mental confuston or 
pure mischief. 


Lock. up the Demon of Communal Violence 
The instigators of confusion and tensions in society must 
be isolated. All decent citizens must wake up to the fact 


that their vital interests are suffering because of the 
machinations of a few selfish people in their midst. 
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Far too long has the silent majority of decent citizens 
tolerated the instigators of communal violence. Every 
breach of law and order holds the law-abiding citizens to 
ransom. The daily worker and the businessman losses his 
livelihood. The children go without education, families 
without the daily necessities of life. Public property is 
destroyed at the cost of us all. Who gains? 

Wives, Mothers, Daughters. Do they gain from 
communal strike? Actually, they are the worst sufferers. 
Does communal violence benefit students, young folks, 
children? The fact is that their education, their recreation, 
even their daily nourishment goes by the board whenever 
law or order breaks down. Wage earners, traders and 
businessmen have to pay with their livelihood whenever 
mischief disrupts economic activities. 

Hinduism, Islam, Chirstianity, Sikhism, which of 
these and other religions gain either in respect or in 
following whenever some misguided or anti-social 
elements take to the streets? 

Mischief makers looking for loot are hardly the best 
adovcates of any religion. Budding politicians trying to 
make politics pay should not be encouraged to do it at the 
cost or religious sanctity. Let us all cooperate for peace 
and communal harmony. Let us fight the anti-social 
elements who sabotage it. 
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